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Horse breeding has ceased to pay as an ordinary industrr
and only continues to exist with the help of the Army in
the Canal Colonies. Opinion is divided whether the
putting of a heavy duty on imported geldings and the
liberal encouragement of country-bred horse racing would
re-establish the horse breeding industry but prima facie one
would have thought that protection combined with more
races and better prizes ought to succeed.

The ideal place for horse breeding should be in the poorer
parts of the province, where wells are scattered in the barani
tracts. A system of annual premiums, graded according to
the way the well owner kept his mare and produce, and the
way he followed the instructions of the expert should be
sufficient to induce every well owner to keep a mare in
prime condition, to grow fodder crops and keep silos and
to farm and finally to live according to the instructions he
received. A little money goes a long way in these areas,
there is plenty of exercise ground, premiums are easy to
raise or lower or to transfer, and instead of doing the
minimum necessary to avoid losing a colony square and
grudging every acre not devoted to valuable cash crops,
the well farmers would compete with each other to get the
biggest premiums. The premiums and the occasional sale
of a foal would mean a great deal more in the poor barani
areas than in the well-to-do Canal Colonies, and it would be
far easier to cancel a premium for neglect of instructions
than it is to ' resume ' a square and evict the holder. There
is no society, however, with enough public support to try
such a venture for the purpose of restarting a moribund
industry, even if the shrinking markets for horses would
make it possible. The only possible authority to undertake
it would be the Army, but the Army is not a philanthropic
institution and could hardly be expected to uproot itself